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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 19, 
2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Examiner acknowledges amendments made on the claims. Claims 1, 3-9, 12, 13 
and 17 have been amended. Claims 2, 10 and 11 have been cancelled. Claims 18-41 
have been newly added. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim recites the 
same limitations as in claim 12. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/747,926 
Art Unit: 2612 



Page 3 



5. Claims 1, 3, 5-9, 12, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29, 33, 37, and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada, US Patent 6.727,954 B1 in view of 
Anderson. US Patent 6,683,649 B1 . 

Regarding claim 1, Okada discloses an input unit (Figs, 2: 3 and 3: 3) disposed 
on an equipment (Figs. 2: 2 and 3: 2) having a plurality of operation modes (i.e. normal 
photographic mode, high resolution mode, reproduction mode and recording modes), 
for inputting a user's instruction to the equipment, comprising: a cross key (Fig. 2, 
buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 19d) having a crossing part and switch 
portions, said cross key being physically disposed on the equipment (see buttons 19a- 
19d physically disposed on the camera 2 as part of the input unit 3 in fig. 2) for 
presenting functions thereof; and a display arranged (Figs. 2: 12 and 3: 12) to be 
wedged in said crossing part of said cross key (Col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-32; 
col. 17, lines 13-58; col. 18, lines 23-34; col. 24. line 59 - col. 25, line 4), but does not 
explicitly disclose that the display presents at least a function corresponding to the 
operation mode selected by the user and that said function displayed corresponds to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions. 

However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig. 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
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function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
4B, 6, 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9, lines 35 
-col. 10, line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56 -col. 13, line 12; col. 14. lines 37- 
65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to nriodify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claim 3, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson 
teaches that the display displays information related to an operation state of the 
equipment (See Okada, col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 17, lines 13-58; col. 
18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 4; Anderson, col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9, 
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lines 35 -col. 10. line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56 -col. 13, line 12; col. 14, 
lines 37-65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Regarding claim 5, Okada discloses an input unit (Figs. 2: 3 and 3: 3) disposed 
on an equipment (Figs. 2: 2 and 3: 2) having a plurality of operation modes (i.e. normal 
photographic mode, high resolution mode, reproduction mode and recording modes) for 
inputting a user's instruction to an the equipment, comprising: a display (Figs. 2: 12 and 
3: 12); and a plurality of switch portions (Fig. 2, buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 
19d) arranged in surroundings of said display at positions sandwiching said display so 
as to oppose to each other, said switch portions being physically disposed on the input 
unit (see buttons 19a-19d physically disposed on the camera 2 as part of the input unit 
3 in fig. 2) (Col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-32; col. 17, lines 13-58; col. 18, lines 23- 
34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 4), but does not explicitly disclose that the display 
presents at least a function corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user, 
said function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user 
and that the display displays in the vicinity of the switch portions information related to 
the functions respectively assigned to the switch portions. 

However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig. 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
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4B, 6, 7, 8. 11, 12. 13, 14. 15, 16. 17, 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9. lines 35 
-col. 10. line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12. line 56 -col. 13. line 12; col. 14, lines 37- 
65; col. 15. lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claim 6. Okada discloses that the switch portions are respectively 
arranged at four positions including an upper, a lower, a right, and a left portion of said 
display (See figs. 2 and 3). Grounds for rejecting claim 5 apply here. 

Regarding claim 7, Okada discloses an input unit (Figs. 2: 3 and 3: 3) disposed 
on an equipment (Figs. 2: 2 and 3: 2) having a plurality of operation modes (i.e. normal 
photographic mode, high resolution mode, reproduction mode and recording modes), for 
inputting a user's instruction to an the equipment, comprising: a display (Figs. 2: 12 and 
3: 12); and a switch portion (Fig. 2. buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 19d) 
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arranged in surroundings of said display, said switch portion being physically disposed 
on the input unit, said switch portion being assigned to the function (i.e. direction of 
camera rotation when capturing images) associated with a relative position with respect 
to said display (see buttons 19a-19d physically disposed on the camera 2 as part of the 
input unit 3 in fig, 2), and (Col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 17, lines 13-58; col. 
18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 4) but does not explicitly disclose that the 
display presents at least a function corresponding to the operation mode selected by the 
user, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the 
user. 

However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig. 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays In the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
4B, 6. 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; coL 9, lines 35 
-col. 10, line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56- col. 13, line 12; col. 14, lines 37- 
65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
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displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col, 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claim 8, Okada discloses an input unit (Figs. 2: 3 and 3: 3) disposed 
on an equipment (Figs. 2: 2 and 3: 2) having a plurality of operation modes (i.e. normal 
photographic mode, high resolution mode, reproduction mode and recording modes), for 
inputting a user's instruction to an the equipment, comprising: a display (Figs. 2: 12 and 
3: 12); and a plurality of switch portions (Fig. 2, buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 
19d) arranged in surroundings of said display, said switch portion being physically 
disposed on the input unit, said switch portion being assigned to the functions (i.e. 
direction of camera rotation when capturing images) associated with a relative position 
with respect to said display (see buttons 19a-19d physically disposed on the camera 2 as 
part of the input unit 3 in fig. 2), and (Col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 17, lines 
13-58; col. 18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 4) but does not explicitly 
disclose that the display presents functions corresponding to the operation mode 
selected by the user, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user. 
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However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig. 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
4B. 6, 7, 8. 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9. lines 35 
-col. 10, line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56 -col. 13, line 12; col. 14, lines 37- 
65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claim 9, Okada discloses an information recording apparatus (Figs. 
2: 2 and 3: 2) for recording external information, including an input unit (Figs. 2: 3 and 3: 
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3) disposed on the recording apparatus (see buttons 19a-19d physically disposed on the 
camera 2 as part of the input unit 3 in fig. 2) for transmitting a user's instruction to said 
information recording apparatus, said input unit comprising: a mode switch (Fig. 2: 13 
and 2: 14) for setting an operation mode of said information recording apparatus; a cross 
key (Fig. 2, buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 19d) having switch portions, said 
cross key being physically disposed on the recording apparatus (see buttons 19a-19d 
physically disposed on the camera 2 as part of the input unit 3 in fig. 2) and a display 
(Figs. 2: 12 and 3: 12) arranged to be wedged in a crossing of said cross key (Col. 6, 
lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 17. lines 13-58; col. 18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - 
col. 25, line 4), but does not explicitly disclose that the display presents at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user, said function being different in 
accordance with the operation mode selected by the user and that the display displays in 
the vicinity of the switch portions information related to the functions respectively 
assigned to the switch portions. 

However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig. 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
4B, 6. 7, 8. 11, 12, 13, 14. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9, lines 35 



Application/Control Number: 09/747,926 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2612 

-col. 10. line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56 -col. 13, line 12; col. 14, lines 37- 

65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, Okada discloses that the display unit displaying 

said information, and said display unit are arranged on the same face of said 

information recording apparatus as each other (See figs. 2 and 3) (Col. 6, lines 26-55; 

col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 17. lines 13-58; col. 18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 

4). 

Regarding claim 17. Okada discloses a digital camera (Figs. 2: 2 and 3: 2) for 
capturing an image, comprising: a mode switch (Fig. 2: 13 and 2: 14) for setting an 
operation mode of the digital camera; an image-capturing unit (Fig. 18: 239) operable to 
capture an image; a capture-controlling unit (Fig. 18: 213 and 207) operable to control 
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said image-capturing unit; a processing unit (Fig. 18: 208) operable to process said 
image; and an operating unit (Figs. 2: 3 and 3: 3 operable to transmit a user's instruction 
at least to said processing unit disposed on the digital camera (see buttons 19a-19d 
physically disposed on the camera 2 as part of the input unit 3 in fig. 2), said operating 
unit comprising: a cross key (Fig. 2, buttons 19a to 19d; fig. 3, buttons 19a to 19d) 
having switch portions, said cross key being physically disposed on the digital camera; 
and a display (Figs. 2: 12 and 3: 12) arranged to be wedged in a crossing of said cross 
key (Col. 6, lines 26-55; col. 8, lines 4-23; col. 15, line 19 - coL 16, line 59 col. 17, lines 
13-58; cdl. 18, lines 23-34; col. 24, line 59 - col. 25, line 4), but does not explicitly 
disclose that the display presents at least a function corresponding to the operation 
mode selected by the user, said function being different in accordance with the 
operation mode selected by the user and that the display displays in the vicinity of the 
switch portions information related to the functions assigned to at least one of said 
respective switch portions. 

However, Anderson teaches a camera (Fig. 2 A: 100) comprising a display (Fig. 
2A: 140) and soft keys (Fig, 2A: 206) for presenting at least a function corresponding to 
the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said 
function being different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, 
wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to 
the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions (See figs. 4A, 
4B, 6, 7. 8. 11, 12, 13, 14. 15, 16, 17. 18, 19 and 24) (Col. 5, lines 17-38; col. 9, lines 35 
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-col. 10, line 44; col. 11, lines 10-51; col. 12, line 56 -col. 13, line 12; col. 14, lines 37- 

65; col. 15, lines 19-28). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okada by have the display presenting at least a function 
corresponding to the operation mode selected by the user and that said function 
displayed corresponds to the operation mode selected by the user from a plurality of 
operation modes, said function being different in accordance with the operation mode 
selected by the user, wherein said display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions 
information related to the function assigned to at least one of said respective switch 
portions. The motivation to do so would have been to minimize the number of buttons 
required on the user interface and reducing the need to access hierarchical menus as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, lines 47-62). 

Regarding claims 21, Okada discloses that the switch portions surround 

substantially the entire circumference of the display (In fig. 3, see buttons 19a-19d 

surrounding the circumference of the display unit 12). Grounds for rejecting claim 1 

apply here. 

Regarding claim 25, Okada discloses the same as in claim 21 . Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 21 apply here. 

Regarding claim 29, Okada discloses the same as in claim 21 . Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 21 apply here. 
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Regarding claim 33, Okada discloses the same as in claim 21 , Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 21 apply here. 

Regarding claim 37, Okada discloses the same as in claim 21 . Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 21 apply here. 

Regarding claim 41 , Okada discloses the same as in claim 21 , Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 21 apply here. 

6. Claims 4, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okada, US Patent 6,727,954 B1 in view of Anderson, US Patent 6,683,649 B1 and 
further in view of Kojima, US 2002/0082080 A1 . 

Regarding claim 4, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson does 
not teach that the background color of the dot matrix display is changed in accordance 
with an operation state of the equipment. 

However, Kojima teaches an image processing method wherein the background 
color in a display unit (Fig. 1: 25) is changed according to an operation state of the 
equipment (Page 6, H 01 10). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kojima as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to change the color of the background according to 
an operation state of the equipment. The motivation to do so would have been to help 
the user to be aware of the operation state of the equipment when using the input unit. 

Regarding claim 15, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson does 
not teach that the dot matrix display is arranged to have a plurality of background 
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colors, and one of said plurality of background colors is selected in accordance with an 
operation mode of said information recording apparatus. 

However, Kojima teaches an image processing method wherein the background 
color in a display unit (Fig. 1 : 25) is changed according to an operation state of the 
equipment (Page 6, H 01 1 0). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kojima as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to change the color of the background according to 
an operation state of the equipment. The motivation to do so would have been to help 
the user to be aware of the operation state of the equipment when using the input unit. 

Regarding claim 16, grounds for rejecting claim 15 apply here. 
7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada, 
US Patent 6,727,954 B1 in view of Anderson, US Patent 6,683,649 B1 in view of 
Miyake, JP11218817A. 

Regarding claim 14, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson does 
not teach that the input unit is arranged on a face of said information recording 
apparatus that faces a user when the user uses said information recording apparatus in 
such a manner that said input unit is positioned at an upper portion of a center of the 
face on a right side of the center 

However, Miyake discloses a camera (See figs. 2 and 7), comprising an input 
unit (Figs. 2: 56 and 7: 56), said input unit comprising a cross key, wherein said input 
unit is arranged on a face of said information recording apparatus that faces a user 
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when the user uses said information recording apparatus in such a manner that said 
input unit is positioned at an upper portion of a center of the face on a right side of the 
center (See figs, 2 and 7; See Abstract). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Miyake as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the information recording 
apparatus by having the input unit arranged on a face of said information recording 
apparatus that faces a user when the user uses said information recording apparatus in 
such a manner that said input unit is positioned at an upper portion of a center of the 
face on a right side of the center. The motivation to do so would have been to enable 
the user to operate the camera by using only one hand, since the input device can be 
used while reaching the shutter button as suggested by Miyake (See Abstract). 
8. Claims 18, 22, 26, 30, 34 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okada, US Patent 6,727,954 B1 in view of Anderson, US Patent 
6,683,649 B1 and further in view of Berry, US Patent 6,559,773 B1 . 

Regarding claim 18, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson does 
not teach that the display displays information related to the operation mode selected by 
the user at the center thereof. 

However, Berry teaches a control panel/display, which act as a device portal for 
interacting with multiple devices, wherein said display (Fig. 1:11) displays the menu or 
deice symbol selected in the center of the screen (See fig. 1 , icons representing AM- 
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FM, CD, Navigation, E-Net and phone respectively) (Col. 1, lines 6-28 and line 63 - col. 
2, line 59; col. 3, lines 6-61 ; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 55). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have the display displaying information 
related to the operation mode selected by the user at the center thereof. The motivation 
to do so would have been to have the user aware of the menu in operation while 
operating the mode selected. 

Regarding claim 22, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry teaches the same as in claim 18. Therefore, grounds for 
rejecting claim 18 apply here. 

Regarding claim 26, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry teaches the same as in claim 18. Therefore, grounds for 
rejecting claim 18 apply here. 

Regarding claim 30, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry teaches the same as in claim 18. Therefore, grounds for 
rejecting claim 18 apply here. 

Regarding claim 34, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry teaches the same as in claim 18. Therefore, grounds for 
rejecting claim 18 apply here. 
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Regarding claim 38, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry teaches the same as in claim 18. Therefore, grounds for 
rejecting claim 18 apply here. 

9. Claims 19, 20 23, 24, 27, 28, 31, 32, 35, 36, 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Okada, US Patent 6,727,954 B1 and 
Anderson, US Patent 6,683,649 B1 in view of Berry. US Patent 6,559,773 B1 and 
further in view of Kohler, US Patent 4,712,105. 

Regarding claim 19, the combined teaching of Okada in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Berry does not teach that the information related to the function 
assigned to said respective switch portions is presented as a symbol. 

However, Kohler teaches an input unit (Fig. 1), comprising a display unit (Fig. 1: 
300 and fig. 3: 300); a plurality of soft key buttons (Fig. 1 and 3, buttons 301-312); 
wherein said display presents at least a function corresponding to the operation mode 
selected by the user and that said function displayed corresponds to the operation 
mode selected by the user from a plurality of operation modes, said function being 
different in accordance with the operation mode selected by the user, wherein said 
display displays in the vicinity of said switch portions information related to the function 
assigned to at least one of said respective switch portions; and wherein said display 
displays the information related to the function assigned to said respective buttons 
presented as a symbol (See figs. 3, 4, 5 and 7-12) (Col. 2, line 44 - col. 3, line 63; col. 
4, lines 12-26). 
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Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of Berry 
and further in view of Kohler as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the information related to the 
function assigned to said respective switch portions presented as a symbol. The 
motivation to do so would have been to minimize the space of screen used to represent 
the function for each switch since a symbol can use les space than a name of said 
function. 

Regarding claim 20, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches that the information related to the operation 
mode selected by the user is presented as a symbol (See Berry, fig. 1, icons 
representing AM-FM, CD, Navigation, E-Net and phone respectively; col. 1, lines 6-28 
and line 63 - col. 2, line 59; col. 3, lines 6-61 ; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 55). Grounds 
for rejecting claims 18 and 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 23. the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 19. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 24, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 20. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply here. 

Regarding claim 27, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 19. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 19 apply here. 
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Regarding claim 28, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 20. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply here. 

Regarding claim 31 , the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 19. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 32, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 20. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply here. 

Regarding claim 35, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 19. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 36, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 20. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply here. 

Regarding claim 39, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 19. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 40, the combined teaching of Okada and Anderson in view of 
Berry and further in view of Kohler teaches the same as in claim 20. Therefore, 
grounds for rejecting claim 20 apply here. 
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